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A REPORT 


¢ on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 


changes as represented by the evils of communism. 
that promotes closer 


vitalized Christian capitalism 
sions or security out o 


production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 


WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic 
management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 
WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


socialism is a re- 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 


means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Pardon, Please! 


Orders for Charles A. Wells’ 
new book, The Great Alternative, 
came in faster, — during the first 
week of publication, — than the 
printer’s deliveries. However, we 
are catching up with the first del- 
uge and wish to express our ap- 
preciation for your orders and as- 
sure you that all books are now 
being shipped promptly. 

If you have not ordered your 
copy of The Great Alternative, do 
so now. It is a compact, timely, 
hopeful analysis of the day’s most 
pressing problems. Well docu- 
mented and illustrated by the au- 
thor, — 144 pages in a handsome 
hard-cover binding. The regular 
edition is $2 postpaid, — the gift 
edition in a slip case and auto- 
graphed is $2.50 postpaid. Send 
orders to Between The Lines Press, 
Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey. 





Soviet Views 

To counteract the fear and hys- 
teria that saturates so much of 
American news, Between The 
Lines endeavors to monitor the 
world news channels, including 
Soviet sources, for reports and 
facts that provide concrete evi- 
dences of hope and constructive 
progress. New York Times ob- 
servers in Moscow report that such 
Soviet publications as _ Izvestia, 
Pravda and the Soviet labor jour- 
nal, Trud, have all been empha- 
sizing the trends towards peace. 
Naturally all such items are twist- 
ed to put the responsibility and 
blame for war threats on the “war 
mongering of America,” etc. But 
just the same, here is what the 
Russian citizen is really being told: 
Izvestia states in editorials that 
the efforts of the war-makers will 
suffer bankruptcy and fail com- 
pletely, that “no matter how the 
imperialists rave, the peoples of 
the world will find the forces and 


means to curb the provocateurs of 
(continued third col., FOURTH page) 





X-Ray and Forecast 


OUNDING AT THE DOOR: The fist of military mobilization is 

pounding hard at the door of millions of homes. By and large 
the usual news channels have surrendered almost entirely to the de- 
mands of the military, hence the worried parent or perplexed youth feels 
they understand little, are just being herded along without much plan 
or direction. If parent or youth writes to his congressman, he gets the 
run-around, for the congressman is in the dark also. 

PARENTS AND YOUTHS know of course that there has been 
an emergency declared, that 3 million manpower is to be added to our 
military establishment during the coming months. Yet things reach 
their ears, — facts that are seldom published, — which cause disturb- 
ing questions and anxieties as millions of youths are having their lives, 
careers, new homes disrupted and shattered. 

FACTS THAT DISTURB: Military training camps already 
have more men now than they can handle, are usually very over-crowd- 
ed, with shortages of facilities and equipment, making adequate train- 
ing impossible. (See Congressional Record, March 8, ’48, for extensive 
testimony of generals and admirals on manpower problems versus sup- 
ply, equipment and training). 

The Navy, Marines and Air Corps have had and still have more 
men than they can use, — almost entirely volunteers (AP report, Jan. 
15). Of course the boys join Navy, Marines and Air Corps to get ahead 
of the draft and choose their branch of service. But before the draft 
squeeze was on, the Navy, Marines and Air Corps already had full 
quotas, could always get as many men as they needed by making their 
careers attractive and using adequate publicity. 

So America’s most important walls of defense, — Navy, Marines 
and Air Power, — have had no need that could cause the present up- 
heaval and the enforced outpouring of youth from schools, jobs, homes. 

ARMY DESPERATE? Is it the Army then that is desperate? 
Since 1945 the Army has nearly always — through volunteer enlist- 
ments — had as many men as it could handle or was permitted by ap- 
propriations. Army careers have also become highly skilled, well-paid 
with excellent pensions and security. And when the Army has needed 
an increased number of men a little extra publicity did it. 

KOREAN WAR? Then did the Korean war and the suddenly 
aroused fears caused by our miscalculations in Korea convince us that 
we needed a bigger Army than we could get by volunteer systems and 
a reasonable application of the draft system? That is apparently the 
core of the question. But consider this, — no effort has been made to 
meet the need by more free and democratic methods. Suppose we had 
spent six months in a good round of publicity to attract the young men 
into the Army who are unsettled, not in school, not married, — would 
like to get in for specialized training, adventure and patriotism, — all 
worthy objectives indeed. Many Army men admit that recruits would 
have come in as fast as the Army could adequately have trained them. 
The President’s recent extension of the volunteer privileges to the Army 
is a belated recognition of the injustice prevailing here. 

THE BIG POINT is that the effort was not even made; the six 
months experiment in the more American way of raising armies through 
free democratic effort wasn’t given a trial. Of course, the 2 million 


men needed in the next 6 to 12 months could not all be raised that way. 
(oontinued on NEXT page) 


Asia Theater 


Missionary Exodus: Increasing 
numbers of American missionaries 
in China are now planning to give 
up their work and return home 
as a result of the seizure of U.S. 
property and bank deposits and 
the growing hostilities toward 
western missionaries in general. 
The Peiping Red government is, 
in addition, pushing its campaign 
for the establishment of an indig- 
enous Chinese Christian Church 
completely loyal to the Mao Tse- 
tung regime and free of all for- 
cign ties, a program being car- 
ried out systematically in all Com- 
munist regimes — East and West. 
According to accounts published 
last fall by the official China News 
Agency, foreigners make up 5,500 
of the 12,000 Roman Catholic re- 
ligious workers in China and 1,700 
of the 10,000 Protestant religious 
workers. 

While an exodus of Protestant 
missionaries is under way, Roman 
Catholic authorities deny that any 
such exodus is planned by them, 
despite threats and frequent ar- 
rests of the Catholic missionary 
workers. Not to be overlooked is 
the fact that most Protestant work- 
ers have the responsibility for the 
care of their families, whereas the 
Catholic workers — priests and 
nuns — have no such obligations. 
There is likewise the feeling among 
Protestants that the presence of 
the foreign missionary only adds 
to the difficulties and dangers that 
beset the Chinese Christians. 

The Protestant exodus is also 
the result of the Chinese Commu- 
nist government decree of last 
Dec. 28 declaring that “American 
subsidized cultural, educational 
and medical organizations should, 
according to varying circum- 
stances, be either taken over by 
the government and transformed 
into state owned enterprises or 
completely operated by the Chi- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 











Asia Theater 


(continued) 
nese people.” While this has 
frightened many Protestant mis- 


sionaries and the American lead- 
ers at home, any study of Com- 
munist doctrines and methods else- 
where should have made it clear 
that such an hour would come. 
How much more effective would 
have been a well organized “pro- 
gram of fulfillment” in which 
Protestant missionaries and their 
leaders might have planned, in 
widely heralded conferences with 
Chinese Christian leaders, the 
turning over of all missionary pro- 
grams, activities and properties to 
the authorized Christian Chinese 
leaders to carry on the glorious 
task of world redemption under 
their own leadership and responsi- 
bility. What is now a retreat 
might have been a_ fulfillment. 
The very gesture would have had 
important and electrifying influ- 
ence upon the Christian mission- 
ary program everywhere. 

The retreat now in process bears 
all the imprints of defeat, when 
there is really no defeat. For all 
returning missionaries, no matter 
how heartbroken and _ frustrated 
they feel, are unanimous in their 
conviction that the Christian 
forces and the Christian message, 
now so largely entrusted in the 
hands of others whom they have 
taught, will not only survive but 
will survive in strength and victory. 

The defeat in China is in reality 
a part of the same catastrophe that 
befell the missionary cause in 
India. There, almost to the last, 
much of the missionary leadership 
kept its banners nailed to the mast 
of floundering British imperialism. 
When at last they awakened to the 
new day and tried to shift their 
banners to the standards of free 
India, it was too late. Not all 
the blindness of the West is to be 
found in the citadels of the fi- 
mance, trade. industry and the 
military. Some of it can be found 
in citadels of religion. But this is 
only natural for many missionary 
gifts came from the oil that went 


into the lamps of China, from 
American and British tobacco, 
from electrical equipment, and 


steel for the weapons of war lords. 
Christianity in China, India, Bur- 
ma now has new masters. The 
years to come will be among the 





most dramatic and critical in the 
history of the church. 
Background: When America 


entered the war in Korea, it was 
to defend the “democracv” of 
South Korea which we had estab- 
lished. During the early weeks of 
the war. news leaked out that the 
South Korean democracy under 
Syngman Rhee had engaged in 
such police terror tactics that a 
large segment of the South Korean 
population, unaware that the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


But for a good many months they could have been secured as fast as 
they could be adequately trained and equipped. It is too late for that 
now, and as a result of this lack of planning, this failure in the organi- 
zation of surplus and equipment and this lack of reasonable coordina- 
tion of enlistment and training, hundreds of thousands of youths are 
having to drop out of school, break off careers just established, disrupt 
newly established homes in disastrous haste. 


AVE THERE BEEN OTHER MOTIVES involved in the hand- 
ling of the manpower emergency? 

FOR SIX YEARS the Army and its top business backers have 
sought every possible means to promote a Universal Military Training 
law. Under such a program, — in peace or war — boys between 17 
and 18 would be forced to register and take six to twelve months of 
military training with 3 to 5 years regular and reserve training. But 
Congress has been shy on the proposal, fearing parent reaction. 

Now with the hysteria of the Korean crisis, the hour seemed 
right, the iron hot. “We have a great emergency, the Russians are 
about to attack. We need millions of men, — now at last is the time 
for UMT laws to be put over” — this is the undertone. 

Yet, as we have repeatedly shown, there has been no evidence 
presented by any one any place that Russia or any one else was pre- 
paring to attack the U.S. (See BTL, Jan. 8). 


UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING, however, is the historic 
military ideal; it has always been the generals’ dream. It was the 
path the Kaiser used, — also Hitler, — the German war machine was 
built on it; so was the Japanese war machine. But America was set- 
tled by people who fled from the military tyrannies of Europe with their 
widespread military conscription, who came to America to find refuge 
in our free democratic society. Thus, UMT is a critical departure 
from all the best of America’s democratic tradition, — a step far more 
drastic than the public was told by the muffled press and radio. 

The drive for Universal Military conscription and training is 
more of an ideological concept in the traditional military mind than 
merely a plan to meet our military needs in 1951. The truth is that 
the present hour of fear and hysteria is being capitalized to put over 
the idea on the American people while the time is emotionally right. 

If the politico-military leadership had first sincerely tried out 
a more democratic means and had failed to meet the country’s legiti- 
mate defense needs, then a clear and splendid case could have been pre- 
sented to the American people and, out of such a sincere effort, a 
united informed public would have arisen to meet the need in a manner 
worthy of our traditions. 


RGUMENTS FOR UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING: Let 
us examine some of the leading arguments, not to persuade so 
much as to present a fair and balanced picture of the choice. 

It is said that UMT will prevent war. In the Japanese-Russian 
war and in both world wars, most of the participants on both sides had 
followed such a system for years. It did not prevent war. If our 
present possession of a navy greater than all other navies of the world 
combined, plus our overwhelming superiority in air power, plus our 
great advantage in atomic weapons, will not deter aggression, how 
could a few extra armies marching around in the U.S. do it? Mili- 
tarists often admit the fallacy of their own argument. Paul H. Griffin, 
a former commander of the American Legion, said in August, 1950, 
while Assistant Secretary of Defense, “We are without assurance that 
the maintenance of 100 divisions in continental U.S. would have de- 
terred the invasion of Korea.” 

THE ARGUMENT THAT UMT IS DEMOCRATIC is to be 
questioned, for democracy depends on the right of individual choice. 
Democracy does not derive its life from such herd-like action, driven 
under the lash of rigid unchallengeable discipline. Democracy arises 
out of the doctrine of individual rights and the individual’s right to be- 
lieve, to choose what one’s inner conscience dictates. Anything that 
moves contrary to that right dissipates democracy. The system of UMT 
reached full flower in the German war machines of the Kaiser and Hit- 
ler, in the Japanese military regime and in Soviet Russia since the revo- 
lution. Did they use it because it was “democratic”? As the Friends’ 
Conscription News put it, “the democratic ideal is the independent self- 
reliant man, capable of making his own decisions and standing by them 
alone if necessary. The military ideal is the human automaton condi- 
tioned to give unquestioning obedience to the orders of his superiors.” 

THE HISTORIC FALLACY that UMT armies, under the rigid 
blind discipline of the military ideal, are the most effective, efficient 
armies hinges on the above factor. For, as every military historian will 
testify, American armies have been superior to the " goose-stepping 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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(continued) 


North Korean Communists had 
engaged in the same _brutalities, 
were inclined to welcome the Red 
invasion. It is a matter of his- 
torical record that the people of 
South Korea had voted against the 
Rhee government in resentment 
over his tyrannical methods, al- 
though American support had en- 
abled Rhee to stay in power. 
While knowledge of this situation 
was more or less suppressed in this 
country as we moved into the 
Korean war, new evidences of the 
undemocratic conditions and ex- 
cesses under Rhee have been re- 
vealed in reports of more recent 
atrocities perpetrated by the South 
Korean government during the 
brief days it was in power around 
Seoul before the Chinese advance. 
AP reports told of the mass execu- 
tions — which included women 
and children. The British Gener- 
al Thomas Brodie, whose units 
witnessed the new mass slayings, 
was among those who demanded 


cessation of the indiscriminate 
executions. 
The Rhee government issued 


denials of these atrocities, denials 
which were published more widely 
in this country than the atrocity 
reports. But the word of a Brit- 
ish officer is more objective testi- 
mony than that of Syngman Rhee, 
especially in view of the former 
excesses perpetrated upon the Ko- 
rean people by the “democratic” 
Rhee regime. But most impor- 
tant is the fact that while the 
American public knows very little 
of this background of the Korean 
struggle, the people of Asia have 
been flooded with what, unfor- 
tunately, are to a great extent true 
records of the kind of “democra- 
cy” American arms seek to de- 
fend. The North Koreans have 
murdered many, including many 
Korean Christians, but violence 
and brutality is to be found on 
both sides. The picture is far 
from being white and black, — 
or a simple question of democracy 
versus tyranny. 


Shining through the hatreds 
of war is this recent UP news dis- 
patch from North Korea: “United 
States and British marines gave 
first aid, food and water to about 
fifty wounded Chinese Communist 
prisoners today and left them in a 
heated house, to be recovered after 
UN troops left here. This was a 
‘thank you’ from the fighting 
forces in eastern Korea for similar 
treatment accorded U. S. prison- 
ers on the northwestern front two 
weeks ago by the Communists. 
The Marines placed a Red Cross 
on the house in which the prison- 
ers were left, and asked UN pilots 
not to bomb in that area.” In 
short, men can be brothers if given 
a chance. 


Housing Betrayal 


Robert Moses is one of the 
country’s top specialists in housing 
problems. For thirty years a 
prominent official in New York 
City and a man of independent 
wealth, he ranks high with Wall 
Street leaders who represent the 
more forward looking elements in 
our business life. In a recent arti- 
cle in the Atlantic Monthly, Mr. 
Moses prophetically portrays the 
kind of America that is being cre- 
ated by short-sightedness and 
greed by a certain type of real es- 
tate operation. When city leaders 
approach owners of old estates 
that stand in isolated grandeur on 
the edges of our urban communi- 
ties. to purchase these estates for 
community development, for 
parks, playgrounds, and conscien- 
tiously-planned modern housing 
developments that would preserve 
the beauty of the area, the owners 
usually refuse to sell, claiming 
they wish to keep unmarked the 
beauty of the properties their fath- 
ers loved so well. 

But later real estate promoters 
work out lucrative deals with such 
owners. The estates are broken 
up, bulldozers tear out the grand 
old trees and the rocky ledges, fill 
in the mossy dells. The whole 
areas are left flat, raw and nude, 
layed out in narrow streets with 
cheap little square houses built as 
flimsy as the law will permit (and 
very often evading the law) but 
trimmed up with all the slick in- 
expensive gadgets that can make 
for a hot sales promotion at high 
prices. Then an advertising cam- 
paign entices thousands of young 
families crowded in dingy tattered 
apartment buildings nearby who 
long to get into the country. Elab- 
orate pictures show the tricky 
kitchens, the fireplaces, the ‘“new- 
ly landscaped lawns” (pictures 
usually of one model place, while 
as a rule there will be no compar- 
able planting in the rest of the de- 
velopment; the ground will merely 
be levelled and will soon. start 
washing badly and the one or two 
trees stuck in the ground will 
probably die. But it will be 
described as a lovely, new, semi- 
rural suburban community with a 
romantic name, — and even the 
streets will have flossy names. 

Then when the sales promotion 
is over and the families move in, 
the promoters dissolve their tem- 
porary corporation and move on 
to a new development, leaving the 
new owners bewildered with taxes 
and the local officials frightened 
with staggering new problems of 


sewage, water supply, drainage, 
garbage disposal, transportation, 
police and health protection, 


schools, all of which the realty 


promoters talked loudly about but 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





STEPS TO GREATNESS 

















Men become great by focussing their interest on others, — 


by putting their concern for others above self-interest. Such men 
draw others to them. If they crown their love for others and serv- 
ice to others with humility, they start a process of life that extends 
endlessly. They may never leave their immediate community, but 
their opportunities continuously deepen and widen. Or they may 
reach far beyond their community, — the extent to which their 
lives are used depends upon God’s purposes and their own wisdom 
and ability. Jesus revealed this secret about greatness long before 
the modern world awakened to its truth. “He that shall be great- 
est among you shall be a servant of all.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 

hordes of the Kaiser, Hitler and the Japanese militarists because the 
Germans and Japanese were taught unquestioning blind obedience. 
Thus, when things went wrong, their leaders fell or they were cut off 
from their command, such armies were helpless and were as a rule un- 
able to restore their initiative from within their ranks. This is familiar 
military history. The American fighting man, a citizen soldier, instead 
of a traditional conscripted trooper, has been an individual accustomed 
to freedom of action, to thinking for himself. When his officers were 
killed or cut off, he quickly shifted to his own resources, fighting on 
with skill and originality, often contriving spontaneously better battle 
strategy than his officers! For it is the irony of war that officers are 
often men of inferior ability who have taken to the professional security 
of the military career rather than face the competition of everyday life 
— thus they are frequently in command of men superior to themselves 
in capacity of ability. The genius of the American fighting man has 
always been — since the days of George Washington’s plowmen and 
woodsmen, — that he knows “how to blend unavoidable military disci- 
pline with ‘usin’ your head’,” — a phrase the traditional military brass 
detest. The ideal of UMT’s rigid and “soldierly obedience” would de- 
stroy this quality which has made our fighting man uniquely great. 

It is urged that UMT would reduce casualties. How can such 
an argument stand in the face of the terrifying losses which the UMT 
armies of Germany, Japan and Russia sustained in World War II? 
It is a matter of record that the citizen armies of the U.S. in both world 
wars actually suffered proportionately fewer casualties in battle because 
of the superiority of methods and equipment and the resourcefulness 
and imaginative hands of our citizen soldiers. The heaviest casualties 





are most often the result of mistakes in professional strategy. The 
bloodiest American losses in World War II, — Salerno, Anzio, the Bat- 
tle of the Bulge, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, etc., — were caused by failures 


in strategical planning. And recently in Korea, American field officers 
were outspokenly critical of the high command’s orders to fight through 
Seoul door to door with resulting high casualties on both sides, when 
the city could have been by-passed and left to “die on the vine.” (See 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Housing Betrayal 
(continued) 
did little toward providing. 

Such houses soon become tat- 
tered and of little value because of 
inferior green lumber, improper 
foundations and shoddy materials. 
Such areas will be the slums of to- 
morrow, filled with bitter disil- 
lusioned people ready to vote for 
undemocratic socialistic measures 
to provide them with what they 
need and were cheated out of by 
so-called free-enterprisers. 

Many Christian-minded real es- 
tate men try hard to curb these 
promoters among their fraternity, 
but it is hard to do much when the 
National Association of Real Es- 
tate Boards includes among its top 
leaders one who openly com- 
mented “Democracy stinks.” 





Banking Monopoly 


The anti-trust trial involving 17 
of America’s largest investment 
houses is still in the indecisive 
stage. Press reports are inclined 
to make the Government’s case 
sound like a phoney, and, as some- 
times occurs, the Government at- 
torneys may have managed their 
inquiries, examinations and_pres- 
entations ineffectively. | Depart- 
ment of Justice anti-trust lawyers 
are usually able but harassed 
young men who are working for 
$6,000 to $10,000 a year and in 
opposition to teams of $100,000 
a year corporation lawyers who 
have the press on their side. That 
situation doesn’t always bring the 
best out of a man — or a case. 
Nonetheless the Government has 
established that the 17 banking 
corporations, out of 4000 banks in 
America, have controlled the un- 


derwriting of 83 per cent of the 
new securities issued in the past 


15 years, and the remaining invest- 
ment houses have had to fight for 
the 16 per cent of the business that 
was left over. The result has been 
that stock and bond offerings are 
made to a great extent at non- 
competing prices, according to 
Government charges. Whether 
the Government can prove that 
laws have been broken remains to 
be established. But here’s the real 
question: which would be the 
strongest, most resilient free econ- 
omy, — a banking system with 83 
per cent of investments under the 
heavy hand of 17 giant houses or 
a banking system with investments 
widely marketed among the many 
banks over the country? 

Of course, in some business cir- 
cles, it’s considered “socialistic” 
just to question the right of 17 
big investment houses to control 
83 per cent of the business. But 
we believe that progress has been 
made by cooperation as well as 
by competition, even in business. 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Banking Monopoly 
(continued) 

Travelers in London have often 
noticed small metal tabs on house 
fronts that date back a hundred 
years or more affixed by pri- 
vate insurance firms which were in 
those days responsible for the fire 
protection of their clients. Each 
insurance company had its own 
fire-fighting outfit. The tabs told 
whom to call in case of a blaze. 
Only that particular company 
would respond to a call when the 
property it had insured was on fire. 
It wasn’t until 1832, according to 
Worldover Press, that all insur- 
ance companies united their efforts 
to maintain a single fire fighting 
crew and apparatus. And it was 
33 years later before the city of 
London had a municipal fire-fight- 
ing system. 

If competition is the life of 
trade, cooperation is the life blood 
of competition. We can only 
compete with profit when we co- 
operate with good will. 





Exploiting the Deaf 

The weekly publication of the 
Railroad Brotherhoods, “Labor”, 
endeavors to keep the rail workers 
informed on the different types of 
commercial racketeering that 
might affect the lives and family 
interests of their readers. Using 
a Consumers Union Report as 
their “Labor” recently 
labelled as merciless exploiters 
the corporations manufacturing 
hearing aids for two million 
Americans who need these de- 
vices to lead normal lives. In the 
early 1930’s the manufacturers of 
hearing aids discovered that they 
could greatly increase their profits 
by creating a more professional 
atmosphere for the sale of their 
products. They began to bombard 
the public with advertisements and 
sales propaganda that hearing aids 
“individual fitting.” as do 
eye glasses. Costumed “consult- 
armed with ‘“audimeters,” 
were widely employed in the sale 
of hearing aids. The Consumers 
Union reported that impartial 
scientists at Harvard and in other 
research centers firmly established 
that such “services” were en- 
tirely unnecessary. But through 
this process of creating “profes- 
sional atmosphere” the cost of 
hearing aids was boosted from $30 
to $200! In 1943 one manufactur- 
er decided to return to the original 
method and. marked his 
equipment back down to $40. He 
promptly began to outsell all other 
makes combined. His enraged 
competitors brought charges of 
“unfair competition” against him 
before the Federal Trade Com- 
But in the hearings the 
manufacturer proved that he was 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


source 


require 


ants,” 


direct 


mission. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


United Press, Sept. 30, 1950). Also it was the failure of the political 
and military officials who gave orders, without adequate planning and 
preparation, that threw inexperienced. poorly armed American troops 
against Russian tanks at the beginning of the Korean war. UMT offers 
no improvement for raising the quality of our commanding officers 
where the real costly failures have been. 

THE METHOD OF PROMOTING UMT has also been un- 
democratic and unfair to the American public. The Congressional 
Committees on Military Affairs, as a rule subservient to military pres- 
sures, have listened with respect and interest to the authorities that have 
urged UMT. They have given little time or respect to those who with 
equally authoritative backgrounds have testified in opposition. Usually 
the arrival of the opposition was the signal for half the committee mem- 
bers to leave the room to attend to other matters, — such was their in- 
difference. When such authorities as Dr. Vanderver Bush, an admin- 
istrative scientist, speak for UMT, they have gotten headlines. But 
when others, even men of much higher scientific standing, such as Dr. 
Albert Einstein, have spoken against military control of American life, 
it is all hushed up. The headlines are big when UMT gets approval 
from Arthur Compton of M.I.T. or Dr. Conant of Harvard, — but 
small when Robert Hutchins, University of Chicago, speaks against UMT. 

When a group of university heads closely allied with army pro- 
grams come out for UMT, headlines again feature the news. But 
when the Association of American Colleges (900 college presidents) 
meet and speak strong words of caution over the headlong military 
drive that threatens to wreck the academic training of hundreds of 
thousands of our most able youth and the very existence of hundreds 
of our most noted colleges, only one or two papers print the full report. 
(See New York Times Jan. 11, °51). 

For, as the Assn. of American Colleges pointed out, much of 
America’s greatest leadership has come from the smaller colleges where 
spiritual and character-forming influences are held paramount. Yet 
the present all-encompassing military drive, if not checked and given 
more reasonable and intelligent direction, will push hundreds of such 
institutions to the wall. Such a loss would be incalculable. 


N ATMOSPHERE OF PRESSURE AND FEAR has been cre- 

ated in which political or public figures hardly dare speak up 
to question the wisdom of UMT with its wholesale military control of 
American life. This pressure has been created by the close alliance 
between big military and big business interests. (See recent Senate 
Small Business reports). UMT is very popular with big steel, textiles, 
airplane manufacturers, shoe and leather works, etc., etc. It means 
tripling and quadrupling government orders on a permanent basis. 
Then behind these are the powerful industrial and financial groups so 
vitally concerned with our oil, tin, rubber, and shipping interests in 
the foreign world. They are all big Army people; they want big Ameri- 
can armaments; they want to overspill the earth, make this “the Ameri- 
can century.” But they are blind to the meaning of the revolutionary 
movements and impulses of our day. And they are blinding the people 
of America to that same significant fact. Though the whole modern 
world tries to dodge it, the truth still stands with terrible reality that 
“he that shall bear the sword shall perish with the sword.” 


ANOTHER PLACE where American democracy is being endan- 

gered by the mobilization program is the situation of myriads of 
small businesses and small business men. The Senate Small Business 
Committee, headed by Sen. Sparkman, in its recent report, revealed the 
manner in which large business corporations and the top military lead- 
ership work hand in arm and make no bones of the fact that they do 
not have the time nor the inclination to worry about preserving Ameri- 
can free enterprise. Few contracts are let to the small business man. 
If he comes to Washington to try for a break, he gets the brush off from 
the military brass who as individuals never are permitted to forget the 
nice cushy jobs that fall in the laps of retiring admirals and generals 
when they are too old to fight. Already thousands of complaints are 
being made by little business men that they can’t get the necessary 
materials they need. Large corporations with huge war orders are 
automatically provided for. If the small business man gets any steel 
now he is already having to buy it on the “grey market” at about $350 
a ton which is $200 above what the large companies have to pay who 
have the prestige, pressure and military aid to get what they want. Also 
in Congress the strongest and most prominent spokesman are as a rule 
from the areas of the big industries which “look after their own.” The 
little man is left without representation. Nothing was done about this 
throughout World War II with the result that literally hundreds of 
thousands of small independent business men were squeezed out and 
the big corporations grew larger, wealthier and more powerful. 


Exploiting the Deaf 

(continued) 
making a high profit on the $40 
price! The was dismissed. 
The other manufacturers then 
combined their efforts in a great 
advertising campaign to persuade 
the market that the cheaper equip- 
ment, not being personally fitted, 
was inferior and untrustworthy, — 
although actually the materials 
and processes of manufacturing 
used are all almost identical. So 
the exploitation of the unfortunate 
continues. 


Case 





Soviet Views 
(continued) 

and to frustrate their 

The points emphasized 
for the Russian workers in Trud 
are that wars are not inevitable 
and that the forces opposing 
World War III have’ gained 
strength and are becoming power- 
ful enough to prevent any effort 
to p the world into world 
war. ‘Trud said that wars are not 
inevitable and “can be forestalled 
by the joint efforts of men of good 
will.” (Bold type ours). The Soviet 
press makes much of the war hys- 
teria in America and jeers at the 
vast expenditures being poured in- 
to weapons when no people in the 
world want to make war. 

Despite the revolutionary de- 
ception involved in these state- 
ments, nothing can obscure the 
fact that, if Russian leaders were 
preparing their people for war, 
they would not be using these tac- 


tics. 


war 
plans.” 





Delays in checking sources 
necessitates holding over until our 
next issue the report on how to 
meet the new revolutionary war- 
fare of communism, mentioned in 
the X-Ray and Forecast of our 
last release. 





A Week! 


subscription 


3 Cents 


The new 
of Between 


price 
Lines, $1.50 
per year, is ially less than 
3 cents a w The average 
family spends about 60 cents 
a week for newspapers and 
magazines. With so much of 
the reporting in the usual news 
channels subject to continuous 
pressure that warps and distorts 
public thought, — isn’t it worth 
3 cents a week to have one 
source of information that 
keeps your thinking straight 
and guides you through the 
distortions and hysteria of our 
day? 

As one eminent educator 
wrote, “Between The Lines at 
$1.50 a year is still the biggest 
bargain in print!” — Tell others 
cf Between The Lines, — keep 
your own copy circulating. 
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